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Principal Secretary :
Frincipal Secretary, Government of Maharashtra. School Educatmn &

Sports Leca‘tment Mantralaya Annex, Mumb 400032

MAHARAYHTRA :
20 {ebruary 2015 & o7 "5‘“ i W w’_‘ o EG Bor 28200
e . LT n3p ) e o luhy, Mumbg
PRt g s nn sicis e : 400 049
Dicot Pr e pal Secretary, Gwiw L., 9—(-3,’),,:1@ ,Mgg.% {22} 4C72 7382
i ©l . [22] 28636 7383 ifox

. ‘ S B E  seaeate
[ am writing from People for the Ethicai Irgatment of ANITHAls Iro@relcindio.org
(?ZTA) in-j;a, an organisation dedicated to animal protection; to PETAIndia.com
racuest that you ensure that as a matter.of pblicy. the use of animal
d»aecﬂon '« not permitted in the training of’ schopl students in your

stats, . ; .

Se:rtion 1701) of The Prevention of Cruielty ':to Antmals Act, 1960,
sizi=s that ‘1 must be ensured “that experiments on animals are
~ided wharever it is possible to do so; as for example; in medical
“'mols hespitals, colleges and the like, if o"cher téaching devices such
as hooks. madels, films and the like, may equallv suffice”. Schools are
alsc requived to adhere to the Wildlife Protectlon Act, 1972, which
prohibits ihe killing of amphibians and certam 111’sects

[17:09 :hools werldwide are r6placin'lq antma] éﬁssection with
ricdern e hods that save animals® lives. help pleser\e delicate
= T>S}'Sl«i‘:’11:3 and have been shown to tebch s'tudeﬂts as well as or better
t1an anioel dissection and also save teache1s tnne and money. These
rcihods 511 »w for repeated use and are an asset :financially,
scientificall v and ethically ~ for schools in the Iono run.

i \
In April 2601, the Central Board of Secondzuv Educatlon (CBSE)
¢ecided mo end the dissection of animals in blolooy practicals in the
se-or sctool curriculum, In October 2012, the CBSE also issued a
ciicular to ciscontinue the use of preserved ammal specimens for
teaching and against the use of live ammais as ekhlbltS in schools.

Animal dissection s not permitted at hmher 1&’.‘\ els either, so we hope

vou'll agree that it should also not be offered 1o schooi students. In

fac . ihe o versity Grants Commission issued a Hotice to universities

11.5ugusi 2214 to replace the use of animal dlésectzon to teach life

sc.ences anid zoology students with modern non ammal means. The
sz of animals to train students is also no longér permnted by the

}l srmacy Council of India (PCI), the Dental Coumcﬂ of India or for

vndergraduate students by the Medical Councﬂ ofIndza (MCI). e

i } : -PETA US
[ am enclesing copies of various mrculars as; mentloned above and an fggi i‘:”;‘g::ﬁ“c el
iniormetional brief that outlines the many ethwah educational, -PETA Germony
ervironmertal and economic benefits of using edur:atlonal technology PERAINERa:
{nitead of o -uel and crude animal dissegtion. | = e i ESE

; : 14 Doctor Lone
! : Clossic House, Goal Marke!
New Delhi 110 001
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If your government has already 1ssued a circu[ar to replace
dissection with non-animal methods of teaching, we request that
you please share a copy with us: If yoq have yet to, we request that
you require teaching institations in your: state to use non-animal
methods of instruction instead of ammal dissection.

May we please hear from you sodn reém dil?l;g this important matter? I
can be contacted on +91 88008973 82 ¢>r ati
ChaitanyaK (@petaindia.org. : ;

Thank you very much. o §

Sincerely,

GLtpe

Dr Chaitanya Koduri
Science Policy Adviser

Enclosures L
» (BSE circulars : Nt
e UGC circular L
e  MCI circular P
¢ PClcircular

¢ Information on non-animal methods of mstruction

PECPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT

OF ANIMALS

PETA indic

PO Box 28260

Juhu, Mumbai

400 049

(22) 4072 7382

122] 2636 7383 {fax;

info@petoindia.org
PETAIndic.com

Alfilictes.

+PETA US

*PETA Foundation (UK}
*PETA Asia-Pacific
*PETA Germany
*PETA Netherlands

Registared Offics:

14 Docior Lane
Classic House, Goal Market
New Delhi 110 001
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: ,,75'0" f.{Dr.} Jaspal S. Sandhu
B35 143 (Orthe) DSM. FAIS, FASM,

TR argem s
University Grants Commission
(Y daree R W, s s
(Miristry of Human Resource Development, Govi, of India)

TAGIE FHE AW, T i1 10002
Bahadur Shah Zefor Marg, New Defhi- 110002

Ph.: 011-23239337, 23234288,
Fax - 01123238858, emuil - jssondhu,uge@wic.in

§ L saRSH FEIMS, FAMS
A
0ONe. F. 14-6/2014(CPP-1)

:Dsear Sir/M.1dam,

ni

L i

fith kmd regards,

e E__li-:;}j D A5 30ve,

‘ﬁf a- Char: ellor of all Universities.

, __--(.ofuJ‘{ to:

BY SPEED POST

5" August, 2014

: 115t you would agree that there has been an enormous degradation of biodiversity
e Lo irte massive ecological mbalances as|also natural calamities. Though there are a

o bf factors, one of the most significant| redsons is the brutal use of animal species for
;;wac’f ¢t purposes at post-secondary levels of edhcanon and that too at a time when there are
sitarnative mechanisms available for providi 19‘ hands-on experience to the students. 1 believe
: -'J'f time has come when we should make proﬁtab!e use of the ICT ava:lab!e around us,

: Having regard to the above, the Unlvérslty Grants Commission has issued the

_'f\i:.» ifice fon under section 12() of UGC Act, 1956 Urging all the universities to stop dissection of

3 af‘ it mdergraduate and postgraduate levels. /A copy of the Notification is enclosed for the
iy o =r mnce and immediate action. Th:s n:tn" catson comes into force with lmmedlate sffect.

hs copy of the notification . can a[so be downloaded from the UGC website
Jev b e g cin). All the university deparfrnents and the affiliated and constituent co!leges under
<o oytur u e sity should be given spec:f‘c: mstruct»bns to stop dissection of animals both at
L nitergr zduate and postgraduate levels. In heu of thls you are requested to empioy altemate
. ienmnolegy which is available in plenty, to prowde sm:lar hands-on—expenence to studerits.

' ni are asked to ensure complete comphance of the aforesaid notification with
inan v the UGC, This may please beaccorded Top Most Priority.

Yours sincerely,

cea o

- (Jaspal Singh Sandhu)

t i cation officer, UGC- for uploadmg on UGC Website.

(&

R




No.F.14-6/2014 (CPP-II)

Uniéersity Grants Commission
' New Delhi

| Notification

1% August, 201

-Subject: Dissection and ﬁ:mimié! Experimentation in Zoology /Life Sciences and allied

disciplines in undergraduate, postgraduate and research programmes.

in exercise of powers conf;erredg by Section 12 (j) of the UGC Act, 1958, the UGC herst
issues the following instructions iin regard to animal experimentation in Zoology/Life Science

and allied disciplines.

1.

1HPuge

Application

The instructions5con§a neiéi in this notification shall be applicable to Undergraduat
Postgraduate and Research programmes run by Departments of Zoology/Lif
Sciences and allied! disciplines of all Universities including their constituent an

 affiliated colleges, , institutions declared as Deemed to be Universities under Section

of the UGC Act and Institutions of National importance empowered to award degree
under Section 22 of UGC ﬁct, 19586.

The instructions éconféaiineid in this notification shall come into force with immediaf

effect. ¥
Introduction: '

_ Ll
Animal dissection asian eflSpect of Zoology curriculum is in practice for a long tim:
Further, with the. incteasel in number of institutions, more than a million studen
undergo programs requiripg animal dissections. Most -of these animals are caug!
from the wild life.. Their indiscriminate removal from their natural habitats disrupts th
biodiversity and eico]ogi{;ali balance. Thus, use of animals in dissections has come 1
be a factor compounded with habitat loss, pollution and climate changes responsibl
for the gradual depletion!of animal populations. It is a fact that the demand f
dissection specimens increases pressure on threatened species. The case of frog:
the population of which has declined to alarming levels in the recent times, is ofte
cited as the example. Alsoy!it has been noticed that faws/regulations/guidefines abot
animals and their welfare are not observed while prescribing animal use in th
curriculum, It is, therefore, felt that the curriculum must be revamped to accommodal
the latest developments. Considering the seriousness of the issue, the UGC ha
decided to issue appropiiate instructions in the form of this notification to e
universities and othen higher educational institutions to do away with the anim:
experimentation in Zoc?ldgyill,ife Sciences and allied disciplines at Undergraduate an

Postgraduate levels.
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4. Objective/Aim to be achieved:

To prevent the disru,pfion of ibirib@-diwarsity & maintaining the ecological balance wih the
acquisition of approptriate alternative technology in place of animal experimentation
and {o develop compelent gs&i!k{e_d human resources.

Immediate Actions: :

All Institutions of Higher Education shall

5.1  abide by Section 51Al (Q) of the Constitution of India, which states, “it shall be
the duty of every citiqeni;of India to protect and improve natural environment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife, and to have compassion for all living
creatures”; 2 | _

5.2  abide by the Wiitiiife@?irot:éction Act, 1972, amended from time to time, which
has all Elasmobrachii (sharks and rays) included in the Schedule I, and all frogs
belonging to genusRana included in the Schedule I, and Schedule IV.
Therefore, all educational institutions shall prescribe laboratory curriculum
involving animals-in such a way as to be compassionate with the animals, avoid
experiments on animals merely for the purpose of acquiring manual skill, and
not use animals protgcted 'under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, particuiarly
frogs belonging to genus Rana and any elasmobranch fish, in laboratory
exercises; LN .

53 abide by the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 which requires that
experiments on animals are avoided wherever it is possible to do so. Sec 17.1
(d) of the Prevention: of Cruelty to Animal Act, 1960 states that in medical
schools, hospitals, colleges and the like, other teaching devices such as
books, models, films, and the like shall be used if they may equally suffice. Sec
17 (f) of this Act requires that, as far as possible, experiments on animals are
not performed merely for th? purpose of acquiring manual skill;

5.4  include, “Animal Et;hicsg” és a chapter in appropriate courses of study in order to
sensitize the students.and other stakeholders; ‘

2.5 display the highlfgﬁts of tbeEAds mentioned vide supra, in the laboratories and
elsewhere; ¢ 11 B .

t.6  adopt other modafliﬁes; jto fpopu!arize the science and sentiments of the
provisions of these Acts|

57  revise the curricufufn in llne With the instructions contained in this notification.

8. Lonstitution of Dissection Monitdring Committee (DMC)

5.1 All Institutions of Higher Ed,ucat}oh sihaﬂ constitute “Dissection Monitoring Committees”
(DMC) to ensure strict complie;mpeibf instructions relating to the use of animals for
research purposes only; |

il uge

-




|
6.2 The Head of the concerned  Department shall be the Convener ang Chairpe
Two senior facuity ﬁne;r}nbers of the concerneq Department, one faculty rr

of a relateq Depann‘;rent;frpnjfthe Same institution ang one or two faculty memﬁ
the concerned Departme;n;t from a neighbon'ng insﬁtuﬁon(s) shall be members 71
MC. ]! |

6.3 The tenure of DMC shall bei2 years and on expiry of a term, the DM shoy,
reconstituted wherein. ohly the Converer ang Chairperson (the Head of
Department) may continue foritwo or more terms if he/she happens to Continue
the Head of the Department. A vacancy arising during the tenure of 5 DMC shg
filled with 4 faculty bgiongidg the respective category. The quorum for the mee
shall be 3 oyt of 6 where in ét least one member from the neighboring institutjon m
be present. The DMC shall imeet at least once each semester/halr year ;
approve/review alternative éxpeﬁmentation of animals for laboratory exercises:

6.4 It shall be the responsibility of DMC to ensure that animays that are Permitted to |
used for disSections/experimént§ in the instructions herein are Procured from ethgy
Sources, and not removed frpm' the wild, transporteq 1o the laboratory witho ut stress C
strain to the animals, i ?Hve,Qajndg ?anesthetized appropriately if they are 1o be useqd j
dissections: I '

6.5 The DMC ShaH ensur;e that ‘:the Institution Mmaintaing appropriate records of
Procurement of animals, théir;;transport, number of animals Used, use of
anesthesia/quthanasia etc. . &

6.6  The DMmc shall be different from |the Institutionay Animal Ethicg Committee (IAEC),
under the Purview of Com'mittée; for Purpose of Care and Supervision of Experimenta}
Animals (CPCSEA), Department of Environment and Forests, Government of india.
However, the DMC shall. not: have powers Over-riding the Powers of |AEC,
animais Covered by the IAEC, the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for IAECs

Prescribed by CPCSEA wilt appgfyf.

7.1

7.1.1 For Undergraduate and postgfaduété' !fﬂ}ograms, both at major ang allied levels, no
animal from any species shall be dissacted, either by teachers o students for any

3lf’age -
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purposes. The teachers sha{ii dé:honstrate one or more aspects of anatomy to
students with the help of digita’l alternatives, models and charts etc.

& practical for Invertebrates and Chordates, as the
ted towards levels and pattems of organization,
biosystematics, biodiversity, adaptations, developmental stages, population dynamics,
ecological :mphcatzons efc. The Jaboratory exercises should make use of museum

specimens and microscopic | preparat:ons. photographs, video clippings, models,
charts, plastinated. spec&mens, fi eld observations combined with photography and/or

videography, and so on. Ihtermr{teht field visits should be arranged.

The curriculum, both thecaretlca
case may be, shall be orien

Digital alternatives such as Prostsector Frog, BioLab Frog, DigiFrog, Dissectfon'
Works etfc. are available in plenty | 'ﬁm various platforms and market. They should be
suitably procured from commercual sources or internet. Many of these digital learning
devices have modules for: test;ng. whlch can be used fo evaluate the students at the
examination. Separate budgetary provision should be made by the concerned
institution for the procurement of dlgttal material and technology.

During the field visits, the students shall only observe the animals and make record of
the observations. The animals; sha!l neither be killed nor removed from their natural
habitat. To that effect, students shouid be told about the importance of biodiversity

znd its conservation.

Skili laboratories should be deve loﬁed by institutions to train students on interactive

clastic models.

For Research pregrams

The curriculum for reseérch gs;udénts pursuing research programmes shall be
Zesigned and taught in accordance with instructions at 5.2 and 5.3.

iLong Term Actions:

Human Resource Development through training programs towards adopting
afternative modalities for resear¢h shculd be envisioned & systematically plannead for.

Irstructions at 7.1.3 above touches upon digital alternatives for animal anatomy and
paysiology. ~ These and several other digital alternatives, readily available, maks
laboratory learning much more rewardmg than wet lab exercises. Since these are ICT
based, the teachers need fo be tralned in these altemnatives. The Higher Educational
Irstitutions may conduct 3-5. day| dedtcated workshops for this purpose with the he[p of
Crganizations with expenence/ exp erhse in the field.

ab!e it is important that newer software/simulations
jeveloped. Bemg one of the Software Giants of the
d be developed in India and be made available in
s without cost through INFLIBNET/ NMEICT,

\"'hile software(s) are already avall
aiapted to the Indian context are ¢
\World, appropriate software. shoul
downloadable form fo the institutior
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Ph.011- 23231067
Website: www,cbseacademic.in

Gram: CENBOSEC

Email 1d: kshipraverma.chsei@gmall, com

CENTRAL BOARD GF SECONDARY EDUCATION
{An Autanomous Organization under the UrJroﬁ'Mrmstry of Human Resource Development, Gov't of india)
‘Shiksha Sadan, 17, lnsﬁtu“tt nal Area, Rouse Avenue, New Delhi-110002

CBSE/ACAD/EO/2012

N
N
i
All Heads of Institutions o l
Affiliated to CBSE : E i

Immediate discontinuatlon of us

9th October, 2012
Circular No. Acad- 75/2012

dof specimens of plants/animals listed in any schedule of

Subject :

Wildlife Protection Act 197'2 and [live animals as exhibits in schools,
Dear Principal ' .
Kin v rzfer to the CBSE circular no. 72/ 10 déte:I; November 9, 2010 and circular No.19/2012 dated May 22,
it affiliated schools to discontinue the use of specimens of

2012 wherein the CBSE had mstructed

rare/threatened plants and animals kept- in
Processes. E
It is t0 again reiterate that under the Wildlife F

or animals listed in any Schedule of theéAct. It h

CBSE affiliation still possess some of the prohib

This matter is to be taken very seriouslyg. No
These include pitchef‘plant, corals, ﬁ‘og?s, snd
foetus, feathers and skins., The CBSE l{egm
that ars illegal will be open to legal ac'éion
bailable. For a list of plahts/animals pt?b}ub

1a1
bY

hﬁp:w-.;n.\r,envfor.nic.in/legis/wildlife/wié]dIife I/html
197 2 is also attached hereby as an annexure. The schools are

Schedule VI in the Wildlife Pro'tectioni.- Act

advised not to use threatened plants or animals ( :

virtua' i1 ages or models may be used.

it has aiso been brought to our notice that sf:rr

exhibits for the children. According to the Cen‘r

¢

the science laboratory or classrooms for teaching/learning

ife rotectmn Act 1972, no school can have specimens of any plants

as |repeated1y been brought to our notice that some schools with

i it.,!d exhibits.

scpocal will keep any exhibits of animals/plants listed under the act.
.Icés, birds reptiles or any parts of them including skeletons, bones,

Ofﬁcers may also inspect schools. Any school with specimens
appropnate authorities under the WLP Act 1972 which is non

ted under the Wildlife Protection Act, please refer to the website

This list of plants/animals included in Schedule I to

(such as corals, shark, frog and starfish) for teaching. Instead

e (Z‘iBSE affiliated schools are keeping live/captive animals as
700 Authority, no animals can be kept for exhibition as this

F—

will amount to the schools being a zoo and thl's is not allowed without CZA permission.

It is omnce again brought to your notice that all t
need to be immediately removed. The ﬁrohiﬁit

ite 1-ica,

he i

live animals kept specifically for exhibition for the children

ed @nimals include guinea pigs, rabbits, ducks, hamsters and

A Wi e s s 10 e s
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As suggested in the earlier éircufw; ICT techniques apg other alternatjye teaching / learning ajqg

medels, photographs angd videos may pe used for study of anatomy/morphojogy of all such species.
e :

At the same time, it is to pe frecoémledé that schools Tequire specimeng of plants ang animals repye T
various groups of diversity to serve zi‘s Study Material for Biology Students, For thjs Purpose, specim
! : ~

tommon plants ang animals may pe L@t'f‘ize'di, taking care that g Specimens of threatened spegjes listed yp¢
WLP Actare kept or displayed in the %50&10'01.

This may pe treated as most urgent and be b,rzought to the notice of a); concerned.

With best wishes,

S Yours sincerely,

M

Kshipra Verma
Education Officer

Copy with request to Fespective He;a(is' of Directorates/KVS/NVS/CTSA as indicated beloyy to als
disseminate the information ¢ 4y c:oncej'n;ed schools under their jurisdiction: '

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Viﬁyalaazaj Saﬁgathan, 18-Institutiopa] Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New,
Delhi- 110016, é%;i

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Sa;;niti, A-28, Kajlash Colony, New Delhi,

3. The Genera] Secretary, Council of Boards of Schoo] Education in India 6H, Bigjo’s Tower, A8 Netaji
Subhash Place, Ring Road, Deihifi 10 034 ;.
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The Director of Public Instructions (Schéols), {Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9, Chandigash- 160 017.
The Director of Education, Goyt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim .. 737 101.

The Director of Schoo] Education, Gowr, ioﬂAr,unacha} Pradesh, Itanagar- 791 117 .

The Director of Education, Gowvt. of A&N Islands, port Blair-744 101

Director of Education, STE, CBSE Ce, VIP Rdad, Junglee
- All the Regional Officers of CBSE v & réy

T
EB®wouyg

12, The Education Officers/AEQs of th
13. The Research Officer ( Technofogy)
13. The Library and Information Office
15. EOto Chairman, CBSE
16. PStg Chairman, CBSE

17, 80+tg CE, CBSE
18. PAto Secretary, CBSE
19. PA 10 Director (ACAD) S
20. PA t0 Director (Training) S i
21, PAto Director (AIEEE)
22, PRO, CBSE

Kshipra Verma
Education Officer

T A A S e+
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NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the ; 25th August, 2014
No. 10-1/ 2012- PCI (Pt-I).—In exercxse of the powers conferred by Section 10 of the Pharmacy Act,
yrthey 948 (8 of 1948}, the Pharmacy Council of India, with the approval of the Central Government further amends
: ‘he principal Regulations called the Pharm D Rbﬂaiations, 2008 as ugder - -
* 1. Short title and commencement.— :
(1) These regulations rnay be cailed the Pha:‘m D (Amendment) Regulations, 2014.

(2) They shall come into force ori the date Uf their publication in the QOfficial Gazette.

2. In Appendix-B to the pranc1pﬂl Pharm.D Regulations, 2008, under the heading
(5 ACCOMMODATION, the folloumo W ?sentences shall be added at the end of last para —

_ “Wherever animal expenmcmauons are prescribed in the curriculum, the required knowledge and
ihe skill shouid be imparted by usmc computer assisted modules. Animal hold area shall be as per the
;A) Committee for the Purpose of! ControfL( ahd Supervision of Experiments on Animals (CPCSEA)
.;:; guidelines.” : .

v IR ARCHNA MUDGAL, Registrar-cum-Secy.
i , _ (ADVT./IIV4/Exty /101/14]
Foot Note: 1. The principal Regulations, name 1} the Pharm. D Regulations. 2008 were pubiished in

B IR

Part IIL. Section 4, Noj 19 of the Grazette of India on May, 10 ~ May 16, 2008.
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